'Kail journeys

A journey fit for
film stars, the
oreat and the
o00d —and me

Adrian Bridge steams to the south coast in a recreation of
the Bournemouth Belle's first seaside trip 90 years ago

cheekily ensconced in the uphol-

stered chair favoured by the late
Queen Mother when travelling by train,
ready to raise a hand for a royal wave or
indeed to receive a large gin and tonic.

It was a bit early for the latter, but as
I savoured the moment before heading
to my allocated seat elsewhere on the
train, impeccably dressed members of
the Northern Belle staff were discreetly
preparing a welcoming Bellini and a
three-course brunch that would
include cheddar cheese soufflés and E
hot smoked salmon.

“Welcome on board,” they declared§ f
as the distinctive brown and cream- T
coloured Pullman carriages on London o
Victoria's Platform One slowly began to
fill. “We hope you will enjoy your day =
trip to the south coast”

As the name suggests, the Northern
Belle is generally associated with jour- &
neys taking in some of the most breath- = f
taking scenery in northern England and & 9
Scotland: the Settle to Carlisle route; §
Fort William via the West Highland line. i
But earlier this week it laid on a special E {
trip marking 90 years to the day since =
the inaugural run of the Bournemouth z i
Belle, one of a cluster of Belle trains that
became synonymous with stylish travel
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