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l-T-tus coNCEpr oF THE EuRopn,rN BoAT TRArN HAS ALwAys Plvmouth \li11bav and Stonehousc Docks. Bristol Avonmoutl't

]to:rrd a ship 1br -\Iontreal. speaks of a highlr' tl.re author is the otre lrom l,onclon to 'l'rrkrn via a train fronr

BOAT TRAINS: The English Channel &
Ocean Liner Specials
MarQn Pring. Pen E Su;ord (casematepubLishers.com). 2020. 384 pp.

ill.ustrated I 7 0. 0 0. Hardcoaer.

sophistit'atecl, iritcracting, rrrultilaceted
international transpot'tation ttctur rr k.

rrlso those u'ho partook olthis service. Those riding thc boat trarin

\\-crc not or-rlr-the u'ealthr. but lrom all rvalks of life .

THu noor< IS DIVIDED into thrcc sections. Thc first sre lion
explorcs tire devclopmeut ancl clcrnise o1' bozrt Lr':rirt ,,Pt rltti ,tr:
in -Luropc. The seconcl sccti(xr discusses boat train nPrrrlti( 'n\

Britain's boat. train overscas p:rssenger liner sen'ice.
Ttrn ovnRlr,r, sronv of boat train sen'icc is clivided into three

eras. 'l'he first cra is the r.earq bclbre \\torlcl \\Iar I. the goldcn
age olbolrt train scrvice: the sccond ela, irt tht-- 1920s :rncl 1930s.

sau' thc railrozrds strr,Lggling to rnaintain thc prct ar t4tulencc
during timcs olecononric crisisl arrcl the thircl and final era rt'as

the decades after \\torld \\ar II. uhcn the boat traitr srLllered :l
skxl de:rth as Europe undcrtook to rcbuilcl its u.at'-dcstrol-ecl rail
nctu ork. and don'restit: cornrncrci:rl avi:rtirtn grert- itt ef ficicncr'.
Tnr rrRsr sECTIoN traces the clcr,clopment oI'thc boat trurin on

tl're continent and its adoptiotr bl tlic raih'oads :rnd steanrbo:rt
corlrp:Lr-tics based in Clr,:at Britain. European boat trrtitl t )|e1'atjutr\

tied the Baltic cor-rntries to cach other erncl connectecl thc nrainl:rnd
tr, \lc, lit-r'rlttlln i.l:rttd..
THn sncoNo sECTIoN is "(ireat Cross Ch:rnnel Boat'Irain

Exprcsscs" and eratnines in cletail the Calais-][ecliteranee
I}press. Cotc d'.\zur R:Lpid. Rotne Erprcss. the Blue Train and
tl're Golclen,\rrou-. The autltor also pror,iclcs a rrice. detzLilccl look
at night fern'servir:e. tt-hcrc tue's Pullnrau czlr \\-i'ts LransPortecl

across the English Channcl on the u,cll cleck of'thc lbrrr to allorv
a onc-coach trip lrom London to Nirnes. The slou'clcnrise of the

boat train drLring thc last half of-thc- 20th centun uas duc to Lhe

cross-channcl [irries catering more to thc trtrnsP.Jrtatiou of'trucks
and cars :rnd to the openine olthe ChLrnnel. u-hich prcx ided clirect

train servicc bctu'een Great Britain :Lnd the continent.
THn rHlno sECTIoN examines Southcrn England occan liner

spccial boat trailr oper:itions. Ports t:or,ercd are Liverpool
Riversidc and Gladstone Docks. Soulhampton Docks.

Lonclon to Liverpool, then a ship to Halifax. Nor-a Scotizr, :r traitr
to \ ancouvcr. British Clolumbia. thcn a ship to \bkohrula, :rnd

a train to Tokvo. Anot}rer scagoing boat t.rain route is travel lrr'

Charles H. Bogart

THE IMMORTALS: The World War II Story
ofFive Fearless }Ieroes, The Sinking ofthe
Dorchester, and an Awe-inspiring Rescue
Steaen T Collis. Shadow Mountain (shadotumountain.com). 2021. 256
pp., illustrated. 82 4. 9 9. Hardcouer

TruvB nrwavs BEEN INTERESTED in the story of the Merchants
Iu.rd Mi.,".s passenger liner Dorchester, built at Newport News
in 1928. She was the second of her class, between Chatham and
Fairfax. These were luxurious, 365-ft, 3l4-passenger, 5,549-
ton vessels built for the booming trade between Miami and

northcrn ports. ,'\ll thrcc u'ere callccl lbr
\\Jr 5( r\ ir'c r..\rnrr lr()LrP lr:rtlslturt. in
1941 :Lnd 1912. Chathant uas torpedocd
and sank in Canadian \\'atcrs in ,'\ugust
1942. and o1'569 nien aboard onlr' 26 u'cre
lost. Fan-fax survivcd the u-ar. ltul Dort:htster

u.as torpccloed near Greenland on
I'ebruarr 3, 19't3, and 678 n.ren olthe 904
abozrrd u,cre 1ost. Four Artlv chaplains

praved u,ith those on boarcl ancl gave thern thcir ou'r'r lilbjackets
in one of the rnost heroic and thn'rous episodcs olthe u'ar.
lN Tuo ltwuon?t4zs, Stt'lcn Tl Cttilis tclls the storl'ol the sinkins

THo autnon, using descriptive text,
ltlack-:rncl-u.hitc :rncl color photos, colorizcd sl-rip liom -Bomlri,n. lnclia. to Port Suez, Iig-rpt. then anot.her shiP

postcards. ar-rd pcriod urch'erti sine posters. fbr Taranto. Italr,, a t.rain lirr Chcrbourg. France. a lroart to Dol'er
ltrings to lilc the u,orld oltl-re ltoat train. \\re and ther-r a train to Lor-rdon. Botl'r of'thcse routes o1'lerecl travelcrs a

meet rot onlt'the trains and the sh\;s but fhster n'zn. of'reaching thcir clestinations tltan an all-\\'ater route'
Ttrrs soox sHouLD AppEAL to thc rail flan. thc ship enthusiast.

the connoisseur of'co1or trin'e I posl.ers ar-rd thosc interested in the

business of't.ransportation. I knou'o[-noultere clsc one catl lincl so

nruch informalion on boat train opcratiolts in onc bor-rk. \'\'hile
priccr'. the book is u'e11 lr,orth a read br-anvone interestcd in the

benr.tcn Englanci ancl Fr:urce. Thc thild secriolr reports on Great intcrconnectir.itl oldillerent nrcans of public t.ransport:ttiotr.
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